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being a successful artist is to never be complacent about
your music and style. It's always about improving and
trying new things. It'’s taken me years to get to a point
where I think I am at a good level. I still have a lot to
achieve before I am completely content with my sound.

You have had an interesting ride in the music industry.
What has it taught you?

It's not just about making music, it’s also about the busi-
ness and marketing aspect. Promotion is very important.
You can't just make a song from your bedroom or studio
and expect it to blow up. In addition, this industry is
small so you have to work hard, not upset people and just
let your music do the talking.

How have you applied what you have learned so far to
your music?

I talk about real-life experiences that relate to many peo-
ple. I believe the truth is a powerful tool and when it's
applied in music, it really changes lives. Apart from the
technical aspects of how to produce and record, I think
it's important to have character in my music. I strongly
believe that people should know me as a person once
they have listened to my album.

Do you find it easy to work with other music producers?
I think I have been fortunate in the sense that producers
tend to come to me. Artists and producers are two differ-
ent breeds of musicians. Once a good producer knows
you have a strong game plan, they are willing to put in the
effort. I have worked with many good producers, but ul-
timately, as the artist, I know what I want, so I am quite
particular with the music I choose.

Which collaboration has given you the most satisfaction?
Working with Sef and D-Boy on Loveless was great. When
I saw Sef sing on the song Freak Mode by The Reelists
back in the day, I remember I said I would work with him
and I have. It's good to know that you can achieve what
you want. My favourite collaborations are with Jo Rod-
riguez who is also the co-executive producer on my al-
bum Mr Shah — not only can he play instruments and
beat box but he can also sing. It’s not often you get to
work with such talented individuals.

Tell us about your debut album?
I have called my album Mr Shah because that’s my real
name. It’s not a gimmick, it's an album to show I am proud
of who I am. It's not an album full of Asian sounds only
either. It has a wide range of instrumentation as well as
talking about issues that people go through, such as fam-
ily pressure, love, hate and even the lighthearted and
funny aspects of life such as partying too much and get-
ting stopped at airports. It’s a real heart-felt album, tak-
en from my experiences as an educated, east African-
Asian bachelor who has travelled the world. I want us
Asians to be respected as musicians and not catego-
rised as just bhangra artists. I want everyone who

hears this album to be inspired and then some.

Is it political?

There are political tracks like Mother India, which
is the song of how us Indians were taken to Africa
to work on the railways there. I feel the album is
the politics, trials and tribulations of a witty Asian
rapper trying to make it in this cut-throat world.

What was the biggest challenge of putting the
album together?
Being an independent artist means you have to
fund the whole project. Making an album costs a
lot of money — from the artwork to the mixing and
mastering, it could put you in minus figures. A
colleague told me the average artist puts in £7,000
and makes 10p. (Laughs) I know why many quit!
Another difficulty is finding the right music to
complement my style. It's hard to find good pro-
ducers and those who are good cost an arm and a

leg. Once it is finished, I have to market the album myself
which means getting my business cap on. All in all, the
whole process is challenging and what makes it more dif-
ficult is the fact I'm making something, which is personal
to me. It’s the journey, and I've got to learn from it.

Who will it appeal to?

The album will appeal to everyone as it deals with emo-
tions and hardships we all relate to, such as family pres-
sure, identifying with our roots, interracial love, partying
too much and even spiritual aspects such fighting our
own demons and doubts. Overall, I feel it’s an intelligent
album and has a positive feel to life’s ups and downs.

According to you, what makes a good song?
A good vocalist, good production, a great concept and a
chorus and hook that everyone can sing, rap or vibe to.

Who do you think is the greatest rapper of all time?

I have to say Eminem, as he broke boundaries and
touched on subjects that were taboo. His flow and lyrical
content was second to none. The business behind him
was phenomenal and he was an intelligent guy. Defi-
nitely messed up! I think that somehow this is what
makes a good artist.

How ambitious are you?

Words can't describe it. My team sometimes get upset
because I don’t take time out. I can’t, I have to keep my
dream within sight. Momentum is really important to
success. To me, ambition is a seed that needs to be nur-
tured through all types of weather. Seeds of ambition
grow into a forest of achievements, which encourage oth-
ers. That’s my philosophical take on life.

Is there anyone you really want to work with?
Timbaland, Missy (Elliot), Jay-Z, Talvin Singh, Bally
Sagoo... the list goes on.

Tell us something not many people know about you?
(Laughs) I'm a little crazy... oops, they know that. I've
lived alone since I was 15 years old.

Do you have a secret talent?
I used to play semi-pro badminton for under-16s.

Have you ever nicked anything from a hotel?
The usual things like towels, gowns and a bed. (Laughs)
I'm just playing Hilton.

When was the last time you told a huge lie?
(Jokes) In this interview! Only kidding, I never lie.

What is the best and worst thing about being AG Dolla?
No day is ever the same. I've been to so many different
countries, I love my fans and they love me, life is never
boring. It's good to have earned the respect I've got — be-
ing AG Dolla is a lifestyle. But I hate the late nights, non-
stop work, ups and downs and the fakeness from some of
the industry.

Do you have a masterplan?
Yes, to build a brand, sell products off the back of it, make
films and take over the world. AG Dolla is here!

Finally, many rappers are associated with being bad.
What is the naughtiest thing you have done?

Okay, there’s a list especially from my head teachers.
(Laughs) I got caught by my ex girlfriend’s dad and that’s
why she became an ex. I'm still trying to find her. I used
to be real mischievous as a kid. But the

rest, I'm sure you will find out one

day in the future!

To find out more about AG
Dolla and his album Mr Shah,
log onto www.agdolla.com or
www.myspace.com/agdolla

EASTERN EYE November 7, 2008

by ZEKRA RAHMAN

FOR the past two weeks, fans have
been voting for their favourite
remix of Sean Kington’s smash hit
Beautiful Girls. The US r'n’b star
recently teamed up with desihits.
com to give international produc-
ers a chance to create a desi remix
of the song titled Bollywood Girls.

Mumbai-based producer DJ Su-
ketu topped the polls with his re-
mix, beating Tigerstyle of Scotland,
The Bilz and Kashif of Montreal,
and Nikhil Chinapa and DJ Nawed,
also of Mumbiai, to the top spot. He
will now have the opportunity to
feature on Sean Kingston’s forth-
coming album, and will receive a
cash prize if his remix is released
commercially.

“I'm happy to announce DJ Su-
ketu as the winner of my Bolly-
wood Girls remix competition on
Desi Hits. The remix was fire and
the fans thought so
too. I'm looking for-
ward to seeing
what kind of a
remix he can give
me on a single
from my upcoming
album,” he said.

Kingston was first
inspired to put an
Asian spin on the
song after discov-
ering the women
in Bollywood.

The new lyrics
name drops eve-
ryone from Aish-
warya Rai, Bipa-

sha Basu, Katrina
Kaif and Malaika
Arora Khan to Priya-
nka Chopra.

“I always thought

"WEST London-based duo Ajay

and Aman Sahota are DJs, produc-
ers and sound engineers who spin

records every Thursday at Club
Boulevard in Ealing.

Collectively known as D] Inc,
the brothers have recently collab-
orated with bhangra artists such
as Lehmber Hussainpuri, Kaka

and Surinder Shinda to produce a

nine-track album A New Age,
which is out now. They will also

release a mix tape later in the year.
Ajay spoke to Eastern Eye about

their sound,
challenges and
proudest mo-
ments so far.

Tell us a little
about your
latest song?
It’s a tradition-
al folk song
called Nachle

Soniye from our album A New Age,

and features top Punjabi singer
Kaka Bhaniwala. We wanted to
keep it traditional but have given
it a modern feel with a deep bass
and a fluent and simple rhythm.
It’s about happiness and enjoy-
ment and doubles up as a wed-
ding tune and club track.

Which of your songs is your fa-
vourite and why?

It has to be Mando Grime because

Aishwarya Rai was beautiful, but
until I went on my interview with
the Bollywood Bar Stewards on
desihits.com, I had no idea that
there was so many beautiful wom-
en in Bollywood! So I had to dedi-
cate a song to them all,” he said.

The singer was so fascinated by
desi culture that he went on an en-
tertaining crash course of Bolly-
wood with The Bollywood Bar
Stewards after the competition.
The never-before-seen footage
with off-the-wall hosts Benn Shaw
and Ghetto Guru shows him eating
ladoos, drinking lassi and talking
about his favourite Bollywood girls.

“I have to say the women, the
food, and the passion for music
fascinates me. The movies are
mostly amazingly fun musicals so I
would definitely like to play a part
in one of the soundtracks.”

Talking of the UK music scene,
Kingston said that he was happy
that Scottish producers Tigerstyle
were involved in the competition,
“I think the British music scene is

pretty similar to the US. I have al-
ways loved the desi remixes,
mixed with hiphop, reggae and
r'n’b, that come out of the UK.
It's a great vibe,
which is another
reason [ wanted
to make this
track and get a
desi produc-
er in the UK
involved.”

You can

catch Sean
Kingston's webi-
sode with the
Bollywood Bar
Stewards on
DesiHits.com

it'’s something, which has not been
done before. It has a flavour of
Asian sounds, underground grime
kicks and snares, with a grimy
bass line, and German vocals.

What'’s been your biggest
achievement so far?
Our biggest achievement so far
was the completion of our first de-
but album and having it released.
Seeing this now being released
and carried forward after so much
hard work and effort is such a
great, exciting feeling.

What’s the biggest
challenge in trying to
get a record deal?
Proving to a record la-
bel that you are mar-
ketable and can sell
records. You really
need to promote your-
self properly, but let
your music do the talking.

Why do you believe that a record
label should sign you?

For our determination and com-
mitment towards music. We beli-
eve as producers and engineers
we have massive potential, and will
always provide a quality product.

Check out DJ Inc on
www.myspace.com/djsincuk or
www.djsinc.net
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